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IMPROVING STUDENT DRIVING

The Governor has made it a priority to reduce the number of
traffic deaths of young adults between the ages of 16 and 24.
As a result, a temporary special advisory panel on Driver
Education was set-up this summer by the state legislature.
As part of its deliberations, this advisory panel is sponsoring
forums around the state for the purposes of gathering
insight and practical ideas from teen drivers, their families,
and others who care about keeping our young people safe
on the highways. Currently, only four colleges in New York
State offer the week-long training, and the number of avail-
able instructors in the public schools has been steadily
decreasing.

The Commissioner of Education — Richard Mills and the
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles — David Swarts, who are co-
chairs of the panel, conducted the first of three meetings on
October 2nd in Albany. The Executive Director of
Curriculum at the NYS Education Department - Howard
Goldsmith, was also in attendance. Focus groups were
arranged in which 110 people participated in directed dis-
cussions on how to improve the quality
of Driver Education in New York State
and how to make it more available.
Attendees were divided up into specific
groups of students, law enforcement
personnel, educators, parents and com-
munity members, and DMV personnel.
There was a large group session hosted
by Commissioner Swarts, and then an
hour-long session of breakout groups
before everyone returned for a “report-
ing out” session, hosted by
Commissioner Mills.

Our students stated that they "really
enjoyed the experience" and that they
would like to participate in other forums
if available. Our Senior Class partici-
pants included Heidi Bendick, Cody
Robinson-Bullock, and Cameron Bullis.
They were joined at the forum by Janice

w w

w . s c¢c hohar.i

Mullins - Schoharie Central’'s SADD (Students Against
Destructive Decisions) Club Advisor, David Barnes - Jr./Sr.
High School Assistant Principal, and Brian Sherman -
Superintendent of Schools. Also attending from our area was
Lynn Macan - Superintendent at Cobleskill-Richmondyville
and Steve Schrade — Superintendent at Berne-Knox-Westerlo.
Schoharie Central was the only rural school in attendance,
with student representatives. It is very likely that this is the
only rural school input the advisory panel will receive, since
the other two forums are scheduled to take place in Long
Island and Buffalo. This makes us especially proud of our
students!

The program was organized by the Capital Region BOCES,
NYSED, and DMV. The District Superintendent for the
Capital Region BOCES — Chuck Dedrick, the Assistant
Superintendent — Kathryn Gerbino, and their staff members
combined, all made this event possible. They were responsi-
ble for coordinating with area schools in order to arrange
student participation.

(L to R): Superintendent Sherman, Asst. Principal Barnes, Heidi Bendick,
Commissioner of Education Mills, Cody Robinson-Bullock, Cameron Bullis,

and SADD Advisor Mullins
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TAKE CHARGE
OF EDUCATION
HELP US HELP OUR SCHOOL

Did you know there is an easy way to
help us raise money for our school—
for books, band uniforms, reading pro-

¥ grams and anything else that can use
extra funding? It's called Take Charge of
Education, and it’s helping our school right now.

Here’s how it works: Visit Target.com/tcoe or call 1-
800-316-6142 to designate Schoharie Central School.
Then use your Target card whenever you shop and
they will donate up to 1% of your purchases to the
eligible school of your choice.

Grandparents, alumni, friends and neighbors are all
welcome to participate in the program. The more
people we involve, the harder the program works for
our school. If you're already participating, thank
you! Check out our school’s progress anytime at
Target.com/tcoe

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSINGS

In the event that schools must be closed or delayed
due to emergency situations, such as severe weather
conditions or problems in one of our schools,
announcements will be made on our school website,
your local television and news stations, and at
www.schoolclosingnetwork.com.

You may also sign-up for email notifications through
our School News Notifier (SNN) system. To sign up,
simply click on the SNN icon in the right margin of
the school’s homepage (www.schoharieschools.org)
and create a profile. Users can choose to receive
some or all types of alerts, and can unsubscribe at
any time. Please see our website for more detailed
information about this service.

In general, when school is closed during the day, all
afternoon and evening functions are also canceled.

NEXT EPTSO MEETING

Wednesday, November 12th at 7:00pm
in the Elementary Cafeteria

EPTSO FUNDRAISER PICK-UP
Thursday, November 13th from
6:00pm to 8:00pm
(5:30pm to 6:00pm for 4-H Students)
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SCHOHARIE CSD
RECEIVES ANOTHER
CLEAN FINANCIAL AUDIT

The independent public accounting firm of
Dorfman/Robbie CPAs has completed its audit of
Schoharie Central School District finances for the
school year that ended as of June 30, 2008. The audit
report stated that the District has received another
unqualified opinion, commonly referred to as a
‘clean’ opinion. This is exactly the audit result we
work so hard to achieve.

According to Dorfman/Robbie in the audit report, a
‘clean’ opinion means that the combined financial
statements "present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of the Schoharie Central School
District at June 30, 2008 and the results of its opera-
tions for the year then ended, in conformity with gen-
erally accepted accounting principles."

The only two real concerns were the same as those
found by the State Comptroller in their audit. The fact
that part of the accounting software is still MS-DOS
based (pre-Windows), and that the disaster recovery
plan for the financial data needs to be formalized and
presented to the Board. Both items are part of the
District’s Action Plan and are due to be completed by
November and February respectively.

This is excellent news and speaks very well of the
District as a whole regarding our financial steward-
ship of the money that has been entrusted to us. We
are indeed fortunate to have the able assistance of
our employees in the Business Office — Julie Langan,
Sue Schuppel, and Barb Smith, through whose dili-
gence and expertise this fine audit result was
achieved. We also recognize the support of Rebecca
Rockwell and other members of the management and
supervisory staff — George Wilber (now retired),
Shawn Gathen, Cliff Haslun, and Josie Ennist, as well
as all administrators, for all working together to fol-
low the rules, policies and procedures of school
finances so that there were no material findings.

A copy of the audit report is available for review in the
District Business Office during 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM,
Monday-Friday.

Submitted by: Brian Sherman and Robert Bonaker
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GUIDANCE NEWS

Mrs. Kenyon Grades 6 — 8
Ms. Gates Grades 9 - 12 (A-K)
Mrs. Stewart Grades 9 - 12 (L-Z)

Interim Reports and Report Cards

1st Quarter Marking Period Ends -11/07/08 (Fri.)
Report Cards Home with Students - 11/13/08 (Thurs.)
Make up work for “Incomplete” Grades Due - 11/21/08 (Fri.)

2nd Quarter Mid-Marking Period Ends & Computer Entry Begins - 12/12/08 (Fri.)
Interim Reports Home with Students - 12/17/08 (Weds.)

Marking Period Ends - 01/30/09 (Fri.)
Report Cards Home with Students - 02/04/09 (Wed.)
Make up work for “Incomplete” Grades Due - 02/11/09 (Wed.)

3rd Quarter Mid-Marking Period Ends - 03/06/09 (Fri.)
Interim Reports Home with Students - 03/11/09 (Wed.)

Marking Period Ends & Computer Entry Begins - 04/03/09 (Thurs.)
Report Cards Home with Students - 04/08/09 (Wed.)
Make up work for “Incomplete” Grades Due - 04/23/09 (Thurs.)

4th Quarter Mid-Marking Period Ends - 05/15/09 (Fri.)
Interim Reports Home with Students - 05/20/09 (Wed.)

Marking Period Ends - 06/15/09 (Mon.)
Report Cards Mailed — On or about July 10th

HOMEWORK HOTLINE for Grades 6, 7, 8 and Grade 9 (New for 2008/2009)

SENIORS

Financial Aid Night - Thursday, December 11th at 6:30 p.m. (computer room and distance learning
room). Brian Smith and Richard Young of the Financial Aid office at SUNY Cobleskill will take parents and
students through the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). Parents and students will also have
the opportunity to go on-line, obtain a PIN (personal identification number), and ask specific questions
regarding financial aid. Counselors will also be on hand to answer questions and help with the process.

AP SCHOLAR - Although Maxwell Meadows has left the hallowed halls of Schoharie Central School for
William & Mary College in Virginia, he is again being recognized as an AP Scholar. Congratulations to Max
for being named an AP Scholar with Honor by the College Board Advanced Placement Program. Max
received grades of 3.25 or higher on four or more AP exams. The Advanced Placement Program offers stu-
dents the opportunity to take challenging college-level courses while still in high school, and to receive col-
lege credit for successful performance on the AP exams. Currently, Schoharie students can get AP credit in
the following courses: Chemistry, European History, English Literature, Psychology, and U.S. History.
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STUDENTS FEED THEIR
HUNGER WITH NUTRITION
& EDUCATION

The seed is planted, germinates and the bounty
provides an education!

The fourth grade students at SCS were food prep
interns on October 1st as they assisted School
Lunch Manager, Josie Ennist, and her staff in the
preparation of winter squash, the same crop they
will harvest from their “Feed the Hungry” plot at
Schoharie Valley Farms. The students then assisted
in passing samples to their fellow students, so they
all could share the local goodness in celebration of
New York Harvest for New York Kids and also fitting
right in with fourth grade student’s “Feed the
Hungry” project.

Last Spring all third grade classes planted winter
squash seeds and learned about soil and seeds.
The seedlings were then transplanted with a name
marker for each student to their special plot at the
Schoharie Valley Farms/Carrot Barn. The crop will
be harvested by the students, teachers, and
Elementary School Principal, Maryellen Gillis. The
crop will then be donated to the Northeast
Regional Food Bank.

The children became part of the community net-
work, gaining a better perception of how their food
arrives at the store and how they can help those in
their community. The program also expands
knowledge of the agricultural food and fiber system
and an understanding that good nutrition comes
from the soil, as the farming community provides
healthy food for one and all.

These Elementary students are the pioneers of this
program. Their “farmer” is Richard Ball, owner of
the Carrot Barn, located just down the road from
the school. FFA students from the Schoharie Valley
Chapter were also involved in the project. In addi-
tion, their principal attended the “planting” and
worked with the students to prepare the squash.
Five partnering organizations sponsor and support
this project. They include: NY Farm Bureau, NY
Farm Bureau Foundation, NYS Agricultural Society,
and Cornell Agriculture Outreach and Education,
which includes Ag in the Classroom and FFA.

This is a program that truly “works” for the com-
munity, education and agriculture. The excitement
was capped with requests to “do another program”
and “prepare some other recipes with the squash,”
plus a consensus that the squash was really
good...a surprise to many!
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Food Service Interns: Alexis Borst, Kelsey Hayes, and
Maddie Henry prepare winter squash.

JR./SR. AWARDS

ASSEMBLY DATES
8:15am in the High School Auditorium

Junior High Assemblies
‘ Thursday, November 20th
g Thursday, February 12th
Thursday, April 23rd

Senior High Assemblies
Friday, February 13th
Friday, April 24th
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FARM-TO-SCHOOL HARVEST WEEK

The School Food Service Sub-Committee, co-
chaired by Josie Ennist - SCS Lunch Manager and
Regina Tillman of Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Schoharie County, met with area School Lunch
Managers/Directors: Deb Rosko of BKWS, Amy
Stuart of CRCS, Peg Cramer of GCCS, Barbara
Cootware of MCS, and Missy Simpson of SSCS, to
collaborate plans to include local products in their
meal programs year-round. The group discussed
and coordinated plans to kick-off this initiative
during NY Harvest for Kids Week, September 29 -
October 3, 2008. Ideas included activities to publi-
cize the concept of “Farm to School” and to edu-
cate students about how consuming local foods
supports their nutritional well-being as well at the
community.

The group planned a week-long menu that incor-
porated produce from local farms and featured
butternut squash. The “Squash in the Valley” &
Harvest Week themed activities coordinated by
Mrs. Ennist at SCS included: fourth grade student
preparation of local butternut squash for lunch, a
squash display, a menu featuring baked local pota-
toes, local veggies on the salad bar, and corn on the
cob donated by Schoharie Valley Farms. Statewide
and local “Farm to School” information is available
online at
http://www.prideofny.com/farm_to_school.html.




Come and get it! Your Spirit Wear
orders are in! Please remember to
pick up your order on Thursday,
November 13th between 6:00 p.m.
and 8:00 p.m. in the high school

START SHARPENING YOUR
EDGES - SKIING &
SNOWBOARDING IS BACK!

Due to popular demand... the SCS
Adventure Club is back and prepar-
ing for its annual snowboarding
and skiing trips to Hunter Mountain!
The package will include lift tickets,
lessons, rentals, and transportation, and will be
open to SCS students in grades 6 to 12.
Applications will be available in the
Elementary and High School offices.
More details will be included in the
application packets. An orientation
session will be scheduled for early
December. Any questions can be
directed to Mr. George Vosburgh, SCS High

library lobby.

School Teacher, at 295-6601 or Pete and Lisa Lopez
at 295-7476.

Prepaid Lunch Ticket Prices for 2008-09
Elementary

1Week $8.75
2Weeks $17.50

Jr/Sr High

5 day ticket $10.00
4 day ticket $8.00
3 day ticket $6.00
2 day ticket $4.00

S.C.S. LUNCH MENU

Served daily in the Elementary:
© Chicken Patty on Whole Wheat Roll
® Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
e Chef Salad and Roll

Weekly Specials will be offered in
the High School

Served daily:

® 4 choices of fruits and/or
vegetables

® 5 choices of milk: $.45
1% chocolate, 1% strawberry,
white: whole, skim & lowfat
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SCHOHARIE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
P.O. Box 430, 136 Academy Drive
Schoharie, New York 12157

BOARD OF EDUCATION

F. Christian Spies — President
Mark Quandt — Vice President
Linda Isles - Trustee

Pam Newell — Trustee

Bill Schlieder — Trustee

Edie Schultz — Trustee

Carol Wilber — Trustee

Car Rt. Sort

RURAL ROUTE
STAR ROUTE
BOXHOLDER

Brian D. Sherman — Superintendent of Schools

Robert W. Bonaker — Business Administrator Elemetary Breakfast

Jr./Sr. High School Breakfast .$1.25
Elementary Lunch

High School Lunch

. . . Second Entree

Visit Schoharie on the Web at: www.schoharieschools.org
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