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Schoharie Central School District

P.O. Box 430, 136 Academy Drive, Schoharie, New York 12157

TO: Schoharie Central School District Stakeholders / Community Members
FROM: David M. Blanchard, Superintendent of Schools

DATE: April, 2026

RE: Introduction to Budget Statement Document for 2026-27

The Board of Education has adopted the Proposed Budget for the 2026-27 school year. The Board approved this
fiscally responsible and educationally sound plan that maintains the quality education programs for which
Schoharie Central School District is highly regarded, balanced with an understanding of the impact on the
taxpayer.

After a series of meetings over the past few months, the Board adopted next year’s proposed budget in the amount
of $29,755,185, which is an increase of 5.24 percent over the adopted 2025-26 budget of $28,273,659. The
proposed budget was reduced from the preliminary budget in order to be in balance with the amount of state aid
and other revenues that would be available. The budget development process reflected thoughtful, data-driven
decisions that balance fiscal responsibility with the school district’s updated strategic plan.

Most of the budget change is attributable to contractual adjustments for employee salaries and benefits, especially
health insurance and prescriptions, as well as mandatory debt service on capital improvements, BOCES payments,
and the costs of programs for special needs students.

If approved by the voters on May 19", the 2026-27 Budget would reflect a necessary change to the existing tax
levy by 2.95%. This percentage change follows the requirements of the Tax Levy Limitation requirement.

The proposed budget continues to achieve cost containment initiatives and operating economies by: actively
negotiating any increases for employee health insurance costs with benefit providers; increasing employee safety
to reduce workers’ compensation cost increases; and continuing the energy management programs that have
reduced the consumption of electricity and heating oil.

At a minimum, an annual cost of living increase in state aid is needed by the District just to maintain existing
programs from year to year, to provide the opportunity for students to compete with pupils in other school
districts around the State. State Aid comprises approximately 53% of the revenue for the 2026-27 Budget. The
remaining 47% on the revenue side of the Budget is from the tax levy (including the STAR aid) other revenues,
and an allocation from the fund balance.

The District remains focused on the value of Schoharie Central School by providing an excellent education for all
students. When one examines the instructional program that is provided, stakeholders and community members
will see that the educational value the students receive versus the local tax share is very positive overall.

If there are any questions regarding the 2026-27 Budget for Schoharie Central School District, please contact me
at 518-295-6679, dblanchard@schoharieschools.org; or David Baroody, Assistant Superintendent of Business
Operations, at 518-295-6673, dbaroody@schoharieschools.org.




Schoharie Central School District

BUDGET VOTE / BOARD MEMBER ELECTION
MAY 19, 2026

The Schoharie Central School District Board of Education has
scheduled the vote on the 2026-27 school district budget, the election
of two members of the Board of Education; voting on the purchase of
replacement school transportation vehicles at a purchase cost not to
exceed $560,000; a $20,000 increase in the public library levy; and a
facilities improvement capital project at a cost of $3.9 million, for
Tuesday, May 19th. The voting will take place during 12 Noon until
8:00 PM at the Jr./Sr. High School Gymnasium.

The amount of the proposed budget is $29,755,185; a 5.24 percent
change from the 2025-26 adopted budget, which was $28,273,659.

The two Board of Education seats are unpaid and are for terms of
three years each during July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2029. Candidates
are elected “at-large”.

The following individuals filed petitions to be on the ballot (listed in
order from the random drawing of names):

John Florussen
Jessica Kirby

Information on obtaining ballot information can be found on the
District website: schoharieschools.org.
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Schoharie Central School District

2026-2027 SCHOOL TAX RATE INFORMATION

The following is important information regarding preliminary 2026-27
school tax rates.

e Official tax rates will not be determined until August, at which time the
Board of Education officially sets the tax levy. The tax bills are mailed
during the first week of September.

e Tax rates are subject to equalization rates, which are set by New York
State. Equalization rates are used to convert assessed values to what is
termed the “true value” or equalized value, upon which the tax rate per
$1,000 is based. Many equalization rates may not be finalized until
August.

e Tax rates are also subject to the school assessment roll, which is in draft
form in May and does not become finalized until July.

e Taxpayers who applied for the S.T.A.R. (School Tax Assessment Relief)
program would have a very small school tax bill increase on their
primary residence property if they are registered for the basic STAR
assessment reduction or the enhanced STAR assessment reduction.

Any preliminary school tax rate impact discussed during the time before the
public vote on the budget is subject to change by the above factors.

The change in the tax levy for the 2026-27 budget is proposed to be an
increase of 2.95 percent, which is in accordance with the Tax Levy
Limitation formula. According to the New York State Education Dept., the
2025 change in the CPI (Consumer Price Index) for New York State was
2.63 percent.

|S
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2026-27 School District Budget Notice

Schoharie Central School District

Budget Adopted Budget Proposed Contingency Budget
Overall Budget Proposal for the 2025-26 for the 2026-27 for the 2026-27
School Year School Year School Year *
Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 28,273,659 $29,755,815 $29,700,815
Increase/Decrease for the 2026-27 School Year $1,482,156 $1,427,156
Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 5.24 % 5.05%
Change in the Consumer Price Index 2.63%
A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $ 8,957,587 $9,221,835
B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0
C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0
D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $0 $0
E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A +B + C-D) $ 8,957,587 $ 9,221,835 $9,166,835
F. Total Permissible Exclusions $ 292,169 $ 736,883
G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Pemmissible Exclusions $ 8,680384 $ 8,856,086
1 o Foposes Sl YourTexion Excutng Lo 0SS | asoss | saseon
- Dfrees o (gt Vo Roques 007, otr aprova -
Administrative Component $ 1,874,301 $1,917,890 $1,917,890
Program Component $ 22,008,003 $22,774,930 $22,774,930
Capital Component $ 4,391,003 $5,062,365 $5,010,365

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2026-27 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated,

pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law.

The following items would be excluded, in the event of a contingency budget: Equipment Purchases not otherwise aided by New York State ($25,000);
Routine Maintenance not of an emergency nature, such as painting and sitework ($30,000).

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in

the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with

educational or transportation services propositions are
not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval

Description Amount
Purchase of Replacement Schoo! Buses $ 560,000
Separate Levy for Support of Schoharie Public Library $ 181,000
$ 3,900,000

requirements) Capital Project for Roofs, Fuel Tanks, Heating/Mechanical

*NOTE TO SCHOOL DISTRICT BUSINESS OFFICIALS: Please submit an electronic version (Word or PDF) of this

completed form to: emscmats@nysed.gov

Under the Budget Proposed
for the 2026-27 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings' *" $100,000 of “true value” property assessment

$ 467.00

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2026-27 by the qualified voters of the Schoharie Central school district, Schoharie County, New York, will be
held at the Schoharie Jr./Sr. High Schoo! Gymnasium in said district on Tuesday, May 19, 2026 between the hours of 12:00 Noon and 8:00 pm,

prevailing time, during which times the polls will be open to vote by voting ballot.

1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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